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Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale’s Black Panther Party gave rise to lesser-known radical
groups such as the Young Lords. Like so many other male-dominated militant entities, the
Young Lords were inherently sexist and proved so when the organization first promoted a form
of machismo in their original statement of purpose. That declaration was later replaced after
some of the group’s women activists reacted in opposition.

“The women of the Young Lords led an internal struggle in the organization on the persistence of
sexism within its ranks, out of which they secured a role for women in the organization’s
leadership body,” professor of History at Baruch College and co-curator Johanna Fernandez
told VIBE Viva. “They struck ‘Revolutionary Machismo’ from the group’s 13-point program and
platform, replacing it with ‘Down with Machismo and Male Chauvinism.'”
The words “We want equality for women. Down with machismo and male chauvinism.” are
splayed across the Bronx Museum, where the first-ever visual exposition of the role of women in
the Young Lords now lives. ¡Presente! The Young Lords in New York gives prominence to a
little-known fact about the Puerto Rican revolutionaries: their unique politics included both
nationalism and feminism.
The women involved in the struggle would go on to launch an aggressive campaign to reeducate
men and women to defy socially prescribed gender roles. The initiative culminated in one of the
most comprehensible theoretical papers of the 1960s on the oppression of women of color: an
outline of the history of gender oppression, particularly among Puerto Rican women.
“[It] proposed a comprehensive reproductive rights program, calling for access to quality public
healthcare, free childcare, community control of abortion clinics, and safe contraception
options,” Professor Fernandez added. “They also launched the Women’s Union to bring more
women of color into the social justice movement and produced La Luchadora, a newspaper by
women for women.”
In addition to the exhibit, a forum was held featuring eight women of the Young Lords. Each
told her personal story of struggle for a revolutionary society. This marked the first public
conversation of its kind.
–
¡Presente! The Young Lords in New York will be exhibited at The Bronx Museum of the Arts
(July 2 – October 18, 2015), El Museo del Barrio (July 22 – October 17, 2015), and Loisaida
Inc. (July 30 – October 10, 2015). The initiative will include public and educational programs
across partnering venues to build awareness of the Young Lords’ innovative contributions to the
struggle for civil rights and influence on contemporary artists, and to spark conversations about
grassroots community activism today. The institutions partnering in ¡Presente! The Young Lords
in New York are all located in neighborhoods where the Young Lords were most active, and each
exhibition reflects on the Young Lords’ activities in that part of the City.
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